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REVIEWS AND CRITICISMS 

given to the insane. There is a bewildering diversity of legislation in 
this field. The summary under review sets forth systematically the 
prescriptions of the laws in the different states in the hope that it may 
prove useful to legislators and to those who are charged with the super- 
vision and care of the insane. The summaries cover the laws of each 
state and of the District of Columbia. They are based upon a first hand 
examination of the present codes and statutes of the respective states 
ending with the first session of the year 1912. 

Northwestern University. Eobekt H. Gault. 



The Kallikak Family, A Study of Feeble-Mindedness. By Henry 
Herbert Goddard, Ph.D. Macmillan Company, New York, 1913. 
This is a book whose value in the study of heredity cannot be over- 
estimated. The standing of its author and of the school with which he 
is connected are such guarantees of the authenticity of its data and the 
correctness of the work as to make it invaluable. Its aim is to prove 
what Dr. Winship attempted to show in his comparison of the descend- 
ants of Jonathan Edwardes with the Jukes. The earlier study failed; 
it was a non-constat, because the difference in results was not neces- 
sarily due to heredity (see page 52). This book succeeds because "The 
Kallikak Family" — as its name indicates — contains both Jukes and 
Edwards in it. The Jukes being the descendants of the feeble-minded 
mother, while the Edwardes were descendants of the legal wife of nor- 
mal mentality. It is interesting further to note that the Kallikak 
Family is one of the most famous families in the history of New Jer- 
sey, the progenitor of the bad branch being a son of the signer of the 
Declaration of Independence and a founder of Princeton University. 
Goddard, with his assistants, has covered data beginning before the 
year 1735 and continuing it down to the present generation, both in 
the normal and in the feeble-minded branch. Briefly, Caspar Kallikak 
came to this country and bought a farm from the Proprietor of New 
Jersey. He held a position of honor and prominence. His children 
have married in their own station of life to this day, but Martin 
Kallikak in the troublous days of the Revolution had an illegitimate 
son by a feeble-minded child. After the Eevolution he settled down, 
marrying a woman of position, and had by her a son Frederick. These 
two branches have been studied side by side, and while the legitimate 
branch has continued to be of prominence and its members to lead 
lives of respectability, with no taint of feeble-mindedness, the illegiti- 
mate branch has sunk lower and lower. It consists of 438 descendants, 
143 of whom were, or are, feeble-minded; only 46 have been found nor- 
mal, the rest being unknown or doubtful. A trace of the love of wine 
extended throughout both branches, but in the normal branch this has 
led to no degeneracy, with possibly one exception, while in the feeble- 
minded branch it has resulted in practically a continuous line of anti- 
social citizens. 

The book is composed of five chapters; the first the "Story of 
Deborah, ' ' which gives an account of the attempt at the Vinland Insti- 
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tute to educate and improve the mentality of a member of the illegiti- 
mate branch now confined there. The failure of this attempt leads Dr. 
Goddard to the conclusion that feeble-mindedness cannot be cured by 
environment. 

Chapter 2, "Data and Charts" gives a history of both branches 
of the Kallikak family. Chapter 3, "What it Means": In this chap- 
ter Dr. Goddard reaches the conclusion that feeble-mindedness is 
hereditary and ineradicable. In Chapter 4, "Further Facts About 
the Kallikak Family, ' ' many interesting details in the collection of the 
data are given, together with illustrations of the degradation of the 
illegitimate branch and the report of two interviews with two cultured 
and refined members of the legitimate branch. Chapter 5: "What 
is to be done?" In this chapter Dr. Goddard takes up the questions 
of segregation, asexualization and sterilization. He thinks that the 
propagation of feeble-minded children must be stopped but sounds a 
word of warning because of the difficulties in the way of its three meth- 
ods, together with the insufficiency of our knowledge. In this chapter 
he recites the Medelian law which he thinks covers feeble-mindedness, 
although there has been no proof that feeble-mindedness is a unit char- 
acter. His synopsis of the Medelian law, at page 110, is clarity itself, 
and we recommend it for this quality, and at the same time refer the 
reader to heredity in relation to eugenics by Charles Benedict Davenport 
(Holt & Co., 1911— page 18). 

We cannot close this brief review of the Kallikak Family without 
expressing our appreciation of the work entailed and gratitude of 
u hose interested in this subject for a book so clearly written and of such 
andoubted accuracy. John Lisle. 

Philadelphia. 



Was ist Keiminaipolitik ? By Franz Exner. Osteeeeichische 
Zeitscheift fue Steafeecht. 6 Heft. 1912, pp. 275-282. 
The leading article in the last number of the Oster. Ztsft. is Dr. 
Exner 's address "Was ist Kriminalpolitikl" given before the 31st 
Deutschen Juristentag held at Vienna last summer. Dr. Exner is a 
professor at the University of Czernowitz and avails himself of the 
college professor 's immemorial right to turn his subject inside out and 
reduce it to the formula A plus minus A equals 0. Yet his pragmatic 
common sense forces him to save something from the wreckage, so that 
after finding that Kriminalpolitik cannot and must not be this or that, 
he shows that it may very well be something after all. 

I confess to a keen interest in the distinction Dr. Exner draws 
between Kriminalpolitik and Strafpolitik (which I shall translate 
broadly as the distinction between criminology and penology). For 
last year while waiting with my Criminology class to be shown through 
Joliet penitentiary, a burly guard walked up to me to find out who we 
were and what we wanted. He received my explanation with the most 
undisguised incredulity which culminated in his explosive criticism: 
' ' Humph, how can anybody teach criminology ! ' ' The implication was 
that nobody can know anything about criminology unless he has been 
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